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Report Seminar Belo Horizonte, Brazil 
Edgar Johnwick, Medical Director, Medical Officer Charge 
U.S. Public Health Service Hospital, Carville, Louisiana 


received letter May from Dr. 
Fred Soper, Director, Pan American 
Sanitary Bureau, inviting attend 
seminar organized with the coopera- 
tion the government Brazil Be!o 
Horizonte from June July. 
left Carville June and returned 
july. was apparent that the seminar 
had been very well planned and the en- 
tire trip was thoroughly enjoyable 
very much worthwhile. 

was refreshing attend seminar 
which experienced leprologists looked 
critically their own experiences and 
decided upon changes and breaks with 
the past. also promising for the 
future recognize that this progressive 
assembly public workers 
now cleared the way remove the stig- 
from leprosy condemning and 
bandoning those public health practices 
which themselves served one way 
and another perpetuate discrimina- 
tion against patients with leprosy and 
their families. The agenda the sem- 
inar was divided into the following six 
topics: 

Extent and scope the problem 
leprosy the Americas. 

Results isolation the control 
leprosy. 

Mass treatment programs. 

Prevention. 

programs and their integration the 
general public 

control program Paraguay. 

The background the seminar in- 
teresting. Since the introduction ef- 
fective therapy tor leprosy there has 
been noted all parts the world 
renewed interest the possibility ef- 
fectively controlling this disease. Ther- 
apy with the sulfones has changed the 
classical basis for leprosy 
grams which the past relied com- 
pulsory and permanent segregation 
all cases. While temporary isolation 
some cases may necessary, ambula- 
tory treatment sufficient for the ma- 
jority cases. Leprosy has ceased 
“special” disease and has become just 
one more the many other communi- 
cable diseases for which early diagnosis, 
case finding, treatment, and 
temporary isolation selected cases, 
are effective measures for control. 

Because its deep social, economic, 
repercussions, lepro- 
health and welfare services countries 
which the disease endemic. the 
Americas, the disease im- 
portant health problem for 
number countries, although, general- 
speaking, the prevalence rates 
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lower than Africa Asia. 
There are considerable differences 
the extent the problem countries 
situated the Western Hemisphere. 
difficult compare figures obtained 
from different countries and also 
difficult make accurate evaluations 
when different periods time for the 
same country are studied. .There 
lack uniformity and standardization 
sentation data. However, ap- 
parent that there wide variation 
the prevalence rates per thousand the 
political subdivisions the Americas. 
The estimated rates extend from low 
.002 for the United States, Chile, and 
Haiti rates over Venezuela, 
Paraguay, and the Virgin Islands, rates 
over Brazil, Puerto Rico, and 
british Guiana, rate more than 
Guadeloupe, more than Mar- 
tinique, and French Guiana. The 
concern all countries has been ac- 
centuated recently because the un- 
satisfactory results obtained 
trol campaigns the past. These re- 
sults have given rise doubt the 
wisdom the measures that have been 
formerly applied. 

the topic the value isolation 
control leprosy, the seminar 
considered that legal enforcement 
compulsory isolation special estab- 
lishments disadvantages. 
disadvantages which hinder the 
development better control 
include: 

Hiding numerous patients who 
are afraid being isolated. (This makes 
impossible observe and control 
those with whom the patient associates.) 

High cost for the public treasury, 
resulting the dissipation funds 
that might used better the devel- 
opment more rational and efficient 
methods for fighting leprosy. 

Disintegration 
the family make its social readjust- 
ment more difficult. 

Unfair discrimination against this 
category patients who are then re- 
garded outcasts which makes im- 
possible reintegrate them into society. 

The seminar recommended the aboli- 
tion compulsory isolation and its re- 
placement, soon necessary organi- 
zation made available, measures 
that can effectively control foci in- 
fection through treatment all known 
patients and the supervision their 
contacts. Hospitalization special es- 
tablishments should restricted 
those cases for which there are special 
medical social indications. this re- 


port, “foci” are households containing 
one more cases leprosy, 
are uninfected members the house- 
hold, and “supervision contacts” 
means their periodic reexamination for 
ing done intervals approximately 
months for years longer. 

the topic mass treatment 
leprosy, the seminar agreed that there 
were areas the American conti- 
nent which the disease was pre- 
valent that practically the whole popu- 
lation should considered exposed 
infection, seminar preferred the 
term “extensive ambulatory treatment” 
refer the treatment all known 
patients with the purpose attaining 
bacteriologic negativity within the short- 
est possible period, thus reducing the 
possibility further spread the dis- 
ease. The mainstay this method 
management the existence well- 
tolerated drugs recognized efficacy. 
This makes treatment possible without 
requiring continuous medical supervi- 
sion. Once compulsory isolation has 
been abolished, all available resources 
must employed obtain the expan- 
sion the antileprosy campaign, espe- 
cially rural areas, such way that 
not single patient remains who not 
under treatment follow-up and that 
all contacts are brought under medical 
supervision. Due the characteristics 
the disease, the fight against leprosy 
must long range campaign and the 
seminar stressed that the success the 
campaign dependent upon the con- 
tinuous support the government in- 
volved, order able assess the 
results extensive ambulatory 
ment, the seminar recommended that 
“pilot areas” selected and the neces- 
sary base line measurements obtained 
for subsequent careful reevaluation 
the effectiveness the new approach. 

the topic prevention, the sem- 
inar recommended that, order at- 
tenuate the risk exposure, effective 
protection family contacts through 
all possible medical, sanitary and educa- 
tional measures applied within the 
infected area. Periodic and regular med- 
ical examination all contacts, well 
the immediate placement detected 
cases under treatment, are fundamental. 
The duration such supervision will 
need conditioned the relation- 
ship the source contact, and the 
degree resistance the contact. The 
seminar agreed that the practice im- 
mediately separating the newborn from 
infectious parents should main- 
tained. However, the children should 
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placed general institutions for 
child care with foster families rather 
than specialized “preventoria.” The 
separation the susceptible child 
the family should main ained only 
while the source infectious, The sem- 
inar recognized the services that pre- 
rendered the past but 
did not advise the setting new es- 
tablishments for this purpose. recom- 
that those preventoria already 
existance transformed insti- 
for child welfare general. The 
viewpoints the seminar were not uni- 
form with regard the sulfone drugs 
prophylactically the treatment con- 
tacts. Some members the seminar 
recommended chemo-prophylaxis for re- 
peatedly lepromin negative susceptibles 
living contact with infectious 
The seminar recognized the 
using means capable increasing re- 
against leprosy, but did not 
reach unanimous opinion the value 
RCG and lepromin for this purpose. 

the topic organization lep- 
rosy control programs and their inte- 
gration the general public health 
vice, the seminar agreed that such inte- 
gration will foster broader extension 
available resources and reduction 
the cost conducting leprosy con- 
trol program. Progressive and complete 
integration leprosy control activities 
with general public health agencies was 
recommended soon agencies are 
capable making the change. 

subject leprosy the universities 
was recommended. order attain 
this objective closer collaboration be- 
tween public health services, teachers 
dermatology and preventive medi- 
cine, and neurology will most de- 
sirable. The seminar considered most 
important intensify training phy- 
sicians, students, nurses, social workers, 
and public health educators through 
special courses adapted each these 
disciplines. order assure proper 
care patients and their family con- 
tacts, the efforts all health 
should combined afford appropri- 
ate psychological preparation and mo- 
tivation. 

The seminar agreed three other 
important views: 

That public health education 
moted all levels beginning with the 
public schools, 

That specific legislation lepro- 
avoided and that regulations 
this subject integrated into general 
health legislation dealing with com- 
diseases and their control. 

That official and private institu- 
tions both continue stimulate and 


assist research leprosy. 

The report Dr. Amelia Aguirre 
Paraguay, served exemplify, empha- 
size, and highlight the and 
resolutions the seminar. The report 
dealt with the antileprosy campaign 
under way Paraguay since November 
under Dr. Aguirre’s capable 
rection. The program based the 
following concepts: 

Case investigation. 

Intensive outpatient treatment. 

Surveillance contacts. 

isolation 
has place the program which 
carried out one time director, ten 
leprologists, one histopathologist (12 
hours per week), two secretaries, four 
census assistants, two nurses, and five 
chauffeurs. The cost the campaign 
from November 1955 April 1958 was 
$54,933.25. 

Asuncion and four departments 
with population 692,382, dur- 
ing the period the campaign 411,871 
persons were examined (59.4% the 
population). This the discovery 
923 new cases during the 30-month 
period whereas during the preceding 
seven years 953 cases had been found. 

the area highest prevalence, 3.6 
cases per 1000 population had been 
dentified the end ‘he survey peri- 
od. group 2,381 contacts exam- 
ined, 112 cases were found, yield 

The response the public has been 
satisfactory evidenced the high 
proportion the population examined, 
and the very small number persons 
who evaded the census. 
sign seen the subsequent voluntary 
reporting the leprosy service dispen- 
saries many persons who evaded the 
first drive for examinations. The pro- 
gram has been under way for time 
which yet too short evaluate the 
effectiveness the treatment given; 
however, the holding cases regu- 
lar treatment schedule has presented 
serious problem the patients have 
sought treatment. The entire 
campaign being supplemented 
intensive health education effort which 
apparently producing satisfactory re- 
sults. 


James Lowry the new Chief 
the Bureau Medical Services 
the Public Health Service. succeeds 
the late Dr. John Cronin, under who 
served Deputy Chief. 

The Bureau Medical Services ad- 
ministers the Public Health Service Hos- 
pitals which Carville one. Dr. 
Cronin was real friend Carville and 
have every reason hope that Dr. 
Lowry will the same. 


7th International Congress 


Tokyo, Japan, Nov. 12-19, 1958 


There has been sudden change 
renue from New Delhi Tokyo 
the 7th International Congress 
Leprology (see page 19). 

The Congress headquarters will 
the Sankei Kaikan Building and ac- 
will provided for 
delegates the Dai-ichi Hotel. Con- 
the program are request- 
prepare abstracts not longer 
than 209 words and send two cop- 
ies the Secretary, International 
Leprosy Association, Portman 
Street, London England, and one 
the Executive Secretary, Japanese 
Committee the VII International 
Congress Leprology, c/o Tofu 
Kyo-kai, Uchisaiwai-cho, 2-chome, 
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, Japan, Sep- 
tember Ist 1958. Complete papers 
should sent the Tokyo address 
September 30th. 


New Antibiotic 


Successful experimental use new 
antibiotic drug which will kill germs 
resistant penicillin was announced 
July 10, New York conference 
sponsored the New York Academy 
Sciences, 

The antibiotic kanamycin, reported 
effective against strains staphyl- 
ococcus aureus, the germ most frequent- 

also has killed germs which cause 
diseases Hansen’s disease, tubercu- 
losis, and gastrointestinal disorders, the 
report said. 

The drug was developed Bristol 
Laboratories Syracuse, N.Y.. based 
research done Japan Dr. Hamao 
Umezawa. 
the latest was found 
have effect some other germs, 
such 

The drug used dilute form 
little two parts million. There 
was evidence drug accumulation 
the blood experimental patients, 
according Dr. Henry Welch, director 
the Food and Drug Administration’s 
antibiotic division. 
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Pictorial Highlights Seminar Belo Horizonte 


General View Belo Horizonte 
where the Seminar was held June 
July 1958, under the auspices the 
Pan American Sanitary Bureau, Region- 
Office the World Health Organiza- 
tion and the Government Brazil. Belo 
Horizonte, city 530,000 inhabitants 
lying north Rio Janeiro, the 
capital the State Minas Gerais. 
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situated 2750 feet above sea level 
rolling plateau, close the “Curral del 
Rei” mountain ridge. Belo Horizonte 
one the principal medical centers 
the country being served general 
and specialized hospitals and numerous 
health centers. 


Building the School Odontolo- 
and Pharmacy the University 


Minas Gerais, where the seminar was 
held. 


General view the audience In- 
augural Session the Seminar. The 
seminar was attended forty-four emi- 
nent public health workers from seven- 
teen countries and territories the 
Americas, including 
thorities disease. There 
were participants from Argentina, Bra- 
zil, British Guiana, Columbia, Cuba, 
French Guiana, Jamaica, Martinique, 
Mexico, Paraguay, Peru, Surinam, Trin- 
idad, Uruguay, United States and Vene- 
zuela, 


Dignitaries who presided over the 
inaugural session the seminar: Prof. 
Health Brazil, Dr. Jose Francisco 
Bias Fortes, Governor the State 
Minas Gerais, Dr. Washington Pires, 
Secretary Health and Social Assist- 
ance Minas Gerais, Dr. Fred Soper, 
Director PASB. 


Dr. Orestes Diniz, Director the 
National Leprosy Service Brazil; Dr. 
Johnwick, Medical Officer 
Charge, Carville, USA; Dr. Fred 
Soper, D.C., Director 
PASB and Dr. James Doull, Medical 
Lirector the Leonard Wood Memori- 
al, Washington, D.C. addition Doc- 
tors Soper, Doull and Johnwick, partici- 
pants from the USA included Fred 
Kluth, Director the Division 
Training the Texas State Department 
Health, Austin, Texas, one the 
four states the United States where 
Hansen’s disease still 


sided over the first plenary session 
the seminar: Dr, Alfredo Bica, Chief 
the Communicable Diseases Branch 
PASB, Dr. Orestes Diniz, Director 
the National Leprosy Service and 
President the Seminar, Dr. Guillermo 
Director the Leprosy Ser- 
vice Argentina and General Secretary 
the Seminar. 


Dr. Emilio Budnik, Representative 
Zone VI, Argentina, Paraguay and Uru- 
guay; Dr. Oswaldo Silva, Repre- 
sentative Zone IV, Bolivia, Colombia, 
Peru and Venezuela, and Dr. Guillermo 
Samano, Representative Zone 
the PASB, Cuba and Mexico. 


Group Participants. 


THE STAR indebted Mr. Ha- 
rold Ballou, Chief Office Public 
formation, Pan American Sanitary Bu- 
Regional Office the World 
Health Organization, Washngton, D.C. 
and Dr. Emilio Budnik, Representative 
uone for the photographs 
page. 
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Reorganization Carville 


Dr. E.B. Johnwick, Medical Officer Charge and Branch Chiefs front 
the r.) Dr. Johnwick, Dr. William Meyer (Clinical Branch), Dr. Au- 
Davison (Rehabilitation), Dr. George Fite (Laboratory), and Mr. Yrancis Ellis 


(Administration Branch). 


July marked beginning the 
new fiscal year, (1958-59), and with came 
change the organization pattern this 
hospital. 

The information below sets forth broad 
terms the old organization pattern and the 
rew. was prepared for THE STAR, our 
request, Dr. E.B. Johnwick, Medical Of- 
ficer 

The thirteen Sections which com- 
prise the Clinical Branch, i.e., Medical, 
Dental, Nursing, Pharmacy, Laboratory, 
Social Service, Dietetic, Medical Rec- 
ords, Physical Therapy, Occupational 
Therapy, Manual Arts Therapy, Music 
Therapy, and Health Education, con- 
stitute administratively unwieldy or- 
ganization. order better approach 
our responsibilities the patients 
need make the hospital organization 
consonant with the achievement the 
hospital’s objectives. this have 
proposed that new “line” organiza- 
tion established, consisting four 
branches, viz, Clinical, Laboratory, Re- 
habilitation, and Epidemiology. Each 
these are headed physician. 

The Clinical Branch under Dr. Wil- 
liam Meyer will consist the Medical, 
Dental, Nursing, Pharmacy, Dietetics, 
Medical Records and the Medical 
brary Sections. 

The Laboratory Branch under 
George Fite will consist Pathology, 
Microbiology, Chemistry, Accessory, and 
the Animal House Sections. These Sec- 
tions will provide substantial frame- 


work for extensive pure and applied 
research program. 

The Rehabilitation Branch under Dr. 
Augustus Davison will consist Physi- 
cal Therapy, Occupational Therapy, 
Manual Arts Therapy, Health Educa- 
tion, Music Therapy, Social Service, and 
Special Services Sections. The school, 
recreation, and patient enterprises will 
comprise this latter Section. 

The Epidemiology Branch 
ready for activation, yet, will 
least year before can get quali- 
fied epidemiologist and obtain the nec- 
essary operating funds. Because its 
importance the total program 
shall continue bend every 
ward accomplishing its activation, 

organization” will the fifth 
branch. 

The foregoing changes will provide 
lasting organization capable meet- 
ing the hospital’s objectives. They 
enable the hospital require that the 
“care patients with leprosy” inter- 
preted concern with all the 
problems that lepiosy creates, not just 
medical care. This disease not only 
manifest individual’s clinico-path- 
ologic reaction invasion with Myco- 
bacterium leprae; also complex 
epidemiologic puzzle that cannot 
solved within the confines this hos- 
pital. must bring the 


TAR 


care and treatment the many benefits 
that can derived 
public health, welfare, medical, educa- 
tional, and rehabilitation services out- 
side Carville enlisting the help 
our potential collaborators through ed- 
ucating them about leprosy its 
management. The following services 
patients have not been available but 
will under the organization have 
proposed: 


the patients social being, 
study his 
and his needs, and apply the re- 
sources the hospital fulfill 
those needs. The hospital Car- 
ville should organized give 
the patient new experiences 
planned, guided, and motivated 
the staff relieve the handi- 
caps that leprosy imposes. 


pathology service adequate for 
diagnosis and consultation around 
research 
can developed here. There 
present inestimable amount 
detailed information 
different places. The correlation 
intra-mural and extra-mural re- 
search projects with each other and 
with the clinical progress notes 
the case under study needed 
study leprosy phenomenon 
made many interrelated 
paris. 

psychosomatic aspects leprosy 
and the problems 
leprosy provokes persons who 
have disease that does noi 
the central nervous system 


epidemiologic facility which: 
(a) provides mobile differential 
diagnostic, investigative, consulta- 
tive and training service that func- 
tions the hospital and the 
field; (b) maintains index 
cases and contacts; and (c) con- 
ducts follow-up through organ- 
ized resources which are trained 
the Carville staff. 
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OFFICER CHARGE 


EPIDEMIOLOGY BRANCH 


CLINICAL BRANCH 

(1) Medical Section 

(2) Dental Section 

(3) Nursing Section 

(4) Pharmacy Section 

(5) Dietetics Section 

(6) Medical Records 

(7) Medical Library Section 


LABORATORY BRANCH 
(1) Pathology Section 
(2) Microbiology 
(3) Chemistry Section 
(4) Accessory Section 
(5) Animal House 
REHABILITATION BRANCH 
Chaplains 
(1) Physical Therapy Section 
(2) Occupational Therapy Section 
(3) Manual Arts Therapy Section 
(4) Health Education Section 
(5) Music Therapy Section 
(6) Social Service Section 
(7) Special Services Section 
(a) School 
(b) Recreation 
(c) Patient Enterprises 
ADMINISTRATIVE BRANCH 
Sanitation 
(1) Personnel Section 
(2) Financial Management Section 
(3) Buildings and Grounds Section 
(4) Supply Section 
(5) Housekeeping Section 


organizations shown here 
sets forth the new arrangement tenta- 
approved Headquarters. To- 
gether with the Officer 
the Branch Chiefs will form 
“Directorate” six, five whom will 
physicians. The new 
the Community Activities Branch with 
rehabilitation organizaton that can 
utilize nine existing services thera- 
peutic program which the other 
branches have equal shares. will pre- 
vent overemphasis its component ser- 
vices, recognizes the equality needs 
clinical, laboratory, rehabilitation, 
epidemiologic and administrative 
vices and provides functional organi- 
zation fulfill these needs the same 
administrative echelon. will provide 
for improved total patient care Car- 
ville. 


1958 


Doctors Come And 


have three new doctors the 
time, but this his second tour duty 
here, 

Three doctors have left us. Two were 
transferred other posts the Public 
Health Service, and third resigned 
from the PHS enter private practice. 

The newcomers are Dr. Duane Da- 
vidson, Dr. Joseph Torruella, Dr. 
Augustus Davison and Dr. George 


Dr. Davidson and Dr. Torruella 
(r) are shown above the “shot room” 
where they start each day, and us- 
ually full one, Monday through Fri- 


day giving intravenous injections 
Piomin (one the sulfones) about 
patients. (About 200 patients are 
oral sulfone medication.) 

From the “sho: room”, Dr. Davidson 
hurries the “general where 
kept busy checking symptoms, issuing 
prescriptions, and referring patients 
needed, other departments the 
hospital.) makes daily rounds the 

Tall, six-feet-four, Dr. Davidson 
came Carville from the PHS Hospi- 
tal, Norfolk, where served his intern- 
ship, after graduating from the College 
Medical Evangelists, Los Angeles. 
Carville his first medical assignment 
and asked for because one his 
special interests dermatology, 
thought could get some that here”, 
the young doctor said. also “sur- 
gically and hopes take 
residency that specialty someday. Ore- 
gon born, Idaho reared, (and thinks 
Idaho his home), Dr. Davidson 
has never been the deep south before. 
like everything here but the climate, 
declared. “The hospital just the 
way like and the patients are very 
co-operative.” Dr. and Mrs. Davidson 
and their two little boys are living 
the Station (staff side) and after they 
are settled the doctor hopes give 
time his hobbies which include 
Hi-fi, photography, tennis 
outdoor 

Dr. Torruella, like Dr, Davidson, 
“surgically inclined” and will assist 


Dr. Daniel Riordan, Orthopedic Con- 
sultant here, hand surgery. Dr. Tor- 
ruella has busy schedule otherwise. 
charge the Men’s Infirmary 
and will responsible for radiology, 
specialty studied for year the 
New Orleans PHS Hospital from where 
reported for duty here. 

Dr. Torruella New Yorker. 
the serious side, but not unfriendly. 
graduate New York Medical 
College, and interned the Staten Is- 
land PHS Hospital (1956-57). has 
unusually fine background. holds 
from Columbia and attended Uni- 
versity Rhode Island Fellowship, 
biological oceanographer and has taught 
Freshman biology. When asked why 
requested Carville assignment, Dr. 
Torruella said, opportunist; 
want broaden medical know- 
and Mrs. Torruella and 
their three children, are living the 
Station. 

Dr. Augustus Davison, Chief 
the new Rehabilitation 
was the personal choice Dr. 
Johnwick for the job, and easy 
understand why. Like the MOC, Dr. 
Davison has drive, imagination and en- 
thusiasm, all essential components 
the magic alchemy vigorous leader- 
ship. Dr. Davison’s mind beehive 
ideas, some which have campaignd 
for THE STAR for years. was gra- 
find these concepts given of- 
ficial recognition. Whether not Dr. 
Davison’s ideas will become realities re- 
mains seen, but has positive 
approach and definite program. Dr. 
Davison stressed that his program 
“vocational rehabilitation” only 
small part. The emphasis vocational 
rehabilitation comes after discharge, 
explained. “Our job here,” said 
defining medical rehabilitation, “is 
assist every patient regardless future 
prospects for leaving the hospital, 
make the most every ability and ta- 
lent which retains.” 

With our girl Friday, descended 
Dr. Davison for what thought 
would 15-minute interview. 
stayed for almost two hours, while the 
doctor between firing his ever-pres- 
ent pipe, talked storm, but has 
something say, and says with 
great persuasiveness. 

“Carville must come out hiding”, 
declared, battle for patients 
and staff must face reali- 
ty.” Dr. Davison’s objective are such 
that carried success, employer 
could told without hesitation, the 
ex-patient’s background. Dr. Davison 
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descries old Carville customs, such 
assumed names. 

Oklahoma not just musical 
Davison, his home state. 
owns cattle ranch Western Okla- 
and goes there vacation time. 
holds from Oklahoma State 
University and his from the Uni- 
versity Arkansas, School Medi- 
cine, Little Rock. 

Dr. Davison came Carville from the 
Center, Temple, Texas, where 
was Director Professional Services. 
has been Louisiana before, 
fact served his internship the 
Marine Hospital (now PHS) New Or- 
leans 1939. did not stay the 
Public Health Service then, but entered 
the Army. His years Army 
Medical Officer took him Burma, 
Japan, and many Army hospitals 
the USA, among them the Army-Navy 
General Hospital Hot Springs, Ar- 
kansas, then called the Army Arthritis 
Hospital. Dr. Davison was Hot 
Springs from 1945-49 and was there 
that met Dr. Johnwick who was then 
MOC the Hot Springs PHS Hospital. 

Dr. Davison outdoorman, 
his cattle ranching indicates. was 
once president the Audubon Society, 
and likes watch the 
birds. says can identify any bird, 
native this part the country. 
loves for long walks, and you 
live this area and should see 
learned looking individual, hiking 
through the woods, binoculars hand, 
could very well our new Rehabili- 
tation Chief. 

“There big job done here. 
not modest man and therefore 
fee] that the man the job.... 
have more plans than you can 
shake stick at.” The speaker was Dr. 
George Fite who reported for duty 
this hospital July Chief the 
Laboratory Branch. However the state- 
ment have quoted, was made Dr. 
Fite January 1945, soon after re- 
ported here for his first tour duty. 
Dr. Fite arrived here then from the Na- 
tional Institute Health, Bethesda, 
Maryland, and after four years the 
Carville Laboratory, returned the 
National (Laboratory 
Pathology and Histochemistry National 
Institute Arthritis and Metabolic 
Diseases). Now back here again, 
apparently optimistic ever and, 
from all reports, with even more plans 
than before, and this time, with ap- 
propriation some $90,000 for re- 
search, should able accomplish 
something, for there still “big job 
done.” “Opportunity only knocks 

Dr. Fite histopathologist (He 
studies minute changes diseased tis- 
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sue). During his first tour duty here, 
Dr. Fite, collaboration with two tech- 
nicians the Carville laboratory 
(Cambre and Turner) devised new 
Bacterial stain for acid fast organisms 
tissue section. The procedure for 
demonstrating Hansen’s bacilli parat- 
fin section has had considerable accept- 
ance the scientific world. 

Fite’s interest Hansen’s disease 
goes back many years. was fdmiliar 
with the subject long before his tour 
duty Carville, having had four 
and half years experience working 
the Leprosy Investigation Station 
Kalihi Receiving Hospital, Honolulu, 

During the time was duty 
the National Institutes Health 
(1949-58) Dr. Fite never lost interest 
Hansen’s disease and Carville. 
member the Public Health Service 
Interbureau Advisory Committee 
Leprosy, also member the PHS Sub 
Committee Leprosy Research. 
has contributed several important pa- 
pers the literature, fact, one might 
well consider Carville’s new Laboratory 
Chief “Leprosy With 
Dr. H.W. Wade, Dr. Fite 
most interesting paper the so-called 
Hansen-Neisser controversy 
volves around which scientist should 
given credit for establishing the “Myco- 
bacterium the causative agent 
this disease. Fite recognizes Han- 
sen the original discoverer Lep- 
rae and refers the title his 
paper Hansen Bacillus. Dr, Fite has 
done considerable thinking the ter- 
minology this disease and while 
not agree with everything has said 
his paper “Leprosy, Society, and Han- 
sen’s (International Journal 
Leprosy, Volume 24, Number 4), one 
admit stimulating and high- 
provocative paper. 

Medical School. was born Texas, 
but once told the writer that con- 
sidered himself “dam 
cause had spent most his life 
Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, New York 
and Maryland. Texan, such de- 
claration was little short blasphemy, 
and concluded then and there that 
the doctor was not devoid eccentri- 
cities. But eccentricities are not, Dr. 
Fite top flight scientist, and 
shall watch with interest developments 
forward augment the lab staff, and 
add more space and new equipment, 
will ask Dr. Fite spell out re- 
search program for early issue 
THE STAR. 


DEPARTURES 


seems like only yesterday were 
reporting that Dr. Conrad Herr and 
Dr. Ronald Laukaitis had joined our 
resident medical staff, but that was two 


years ago and now are regretfully 
recording their departure, Dr. Herr has 
gone the Public Service Hos- 
pital Staten Island, N.Y. where 
resident Internal Medicine, Dr. 
Laukaitis resigned from the PHS en- 
ter private practice Lancaster Coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania. Both these young 
physicians did good work here but 
stayed only long enough for get 
know them, and they know us, medi- 
cally and otherwise. They were well 
liked the patients. Both should 
far their profession and wherever 
they practice, there will two more 
physicians who are familiar with the 
signs and symptoms Hansen’s disease, 
and with genuine understanding 
its human side. 

Dr. R.R. Wolcott has 
ferred the New York PHS Out-Pa- 
tient Clinic Manhattan, Hudson 
street and Dr. Wolcott was the 
member the Carville staff, having 
been duty for years, much longer 
than the usual tour duty here. 
came here July 1946, then inexperienced 
this field, but had been the 
PHS ten years. 1950 succeeded 
Dr. P.T. Erickson Clinical Director 
and served that post until his re- 
cent transfer. During his dozen years 
here, Dr. Wolcott had six papers pub- 
lished medical journals, all but one* 
our information were writ- 
ten collaboration with staff members 
here and others. the main, the papers 
with sulfone therapy. 

1955 Dr. Wolcott initiated the use 
bere the Marianum antigen (The 
late Sister Marie Suzanne’s 
licized treatment for Hansen’s disease) 
group about patients took this 
treatment for months, few may 
have dropped out). Dr. Wolcott was 
intensely interested this experiment, 
and gave the Antigen thorough 
trial here. far know report 
the trial the Marianum antigen 
Carville has not yet been published, 
but understand Dr. Wolcott writ- 
ing his observations. Wolcott 
had many friends among the patients 
particularly the large Latin Ameri- 
can group. The patients and Sisters pre- 
sented him with good-bye gift. 

*(The Early Symptoms and Signs Lep- 
rosy, Rolla Wolcott the American 


Practitioner and Digest Treatment), Vol. 
No. (1958) 


VISITOR FROM LONDON 


Dr. Robert Cochrane London, 
always welcome guest this hospital, 
visited here June 13-16, Dr. Cochrane 
one the busiest and best known men 
the Hansen’s disease field. shall 
report his varied activities, and car- 
announcement Dr. Cochrane’s 
new textbook, our next issue. 
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(upper left) Their crisp white hats glistened the sun 
Daughters Charity St. Vincent Paul gathered from 
miles around here Carville June 16, welcome Mother 
Lepicard Paris, Seuperioress General the 45,000-member 
community, said “the largest family the world”. The 
Sisters came from Louisiana, Mississippi, Florida, 
and Alabama, along with the sisters, headed Sister Al- 
phonsa Aucoin, who serve this hospital. 

With Mother Lepicard were Sister Mary Basil, American 
Councilor France, and Sister Catherine Sullivan, Maril- 
lac Seminary, Normandy, Mo. Sister Catherine Visitatrix 
the Daughters for the Western Province the United 
States. Mother Lepicard’s visit was auspicious occasion 
but Sister Catherine’s visit was special treat for the patient 
body, especially old timers, since she served here for years 
before being promoted bigger jobs. Sister Catherine 
San Francisco meet Mother Lepicard who, before com- 
ing the United States, toured the Community Houses 
Italy, and Japan. 

Edgar Johnwick, Medical Officer Charge 
chats with Mother Lepicard after welcoming her the hos- 
pital. the formal welcoming ceremony, Darryl Broussard, 
Chairman the Patients’ Federation, Mother Lepi- 
card, speaking both English and French, the latter for the 
special benefit the Mother who speaks English. this 
vein, both “The Star Spangled and the “Mar- 
were sung. 

Highlight the ceremonies came with presentation 
“Carville Review” which dramatized narration, picture, 
tableau and song, the story this hospital, beginning with 
the arrival the first four Daughters Charity who arrived 
“Indian Camp Plantation” 1896 care for the patients. 
‘The Hospital “Home” was then under the administratiou 
the S:ate Louisiana. Photo three the scene which 
control the hospital passed from the state the United 
States government this scene, Dr. Johnwick, rais- 
ing Old Glory, represents Dr. O.E. Denney, first MOC under 
the new order, Mrs. Johnwicb represented Mrs. Denney, and 
Father Francis Sadlier represented Father Keenan, the Catho- 
lic Chaplain that time. 


Mother Lepicard addresses the gathering French and 
Sister Mary Alice the Carville nursing staff for 
her. Mother Lepicard said that, she had her way, she would 
this hospital forever. Her address was warmly received. 

Mother Lepicard not unfamiliar with 
Prior her present assignment, she was Visitatrix first 
Pareguay and then Spain. member the 
Charity for years, Mother was elected Superioress 
1953 and re-elected 1956. 

Sister Catherine, who well for her 
years devoted service here, spoke and told the 
her heart remains this hospital although che hes gone 
other tasks, was inspiring hear Sister 
how she fought for the cause here, and still she put 
modestly” but times Indeed Sis Cath- 
erine was years and years ahead the times, con- 
cept, substitute for justice,” which she stood 
years ago, has finally been accepted and 
into action. the group departed, Sister Catherine 
told all the others ahead and she lingered untii the last 
was ready before taking her reluctant leave. 

With the singing the majestic “Praise the 
mixed chorus patients and Carville Sisters, against 
background colorful banners representing each patient or- 
the Grand Finale marked the close the im- 
pressive ceremonies. The program, which included 
heed the words Sister Catherine, “Patients with Hansen’s 
disease are crucified the cross public opinion; held there 
three nails prejudice, fear and ignorance,” was 
under direction Sister Laura Stricker. Humberto “Bud- 
dy” Iglesias was the narrator, and did excellent job. 
Vernon Taranto Prairieville, La., conducted the chorus. 

Mother Lepicard and her party left Carville for New Or- 
leans where she was honored, with the Mayor the city, 
Lessups Morrison taking part the ceremonies. 

Following her tour the Western Province the Daugh- 
‘ers Charity, Mother Lepicard visited her Community 
Houses the Eastern province and Canada, before re- 
turning the Rue Bac Motherhouse, Paris, France. 


Star Spanzled Banner ard Sung Special Ceremonies 
Mark Here Superioress General Daughters Charity 


Mr. Carl Elder (left above), Chaplain the Carville Hospital, was presented for 
the honorary Doctor Divinity degee the 88th commencement The College 
Wooster. Wooster, June Dean H.W. Taeusch (extreme right). 

Bestowing the degree for Wooster was President Howard Lowry (second from 
right). Holding the hood which symbol the degree Dr. Alvin Tostlebe, chair- 
man Wooster’s honorary degrees committee. 

Dr. Elder graduate The College Wooster. 


The Rev. Carl Elder, who Pro- 
testant Chaplan this hospital and 
one the community’s most well-loved 
citizens, was recently awarded the hon- 
orary degree Doctor Divinity from 
his Alma Mater, The College Woos- 
ter, Wooster, Ohio, 

This high honor was bestowed the 
88th commencement program the 
college President Howard Lowry. 

The feeling the patient body to- 
ward Chaplain Elder was given expres- 
sion telegrams sent from here the 
occasion the ceremony Wooster, 
June Wires were sent the Patients’ 
Federation, the Point Clair Lions Club, 
Spann Post 188, the American 
Legion, B.L. Spann Unit 188, Ameri- 
can Legion Auxiliary, and THE STAR 
staff. further expression appre- 
ciation Chaplain Elder, the Patients’ 
Federation sent gift the gown 
which the Chaplain wore the cere- 
monies. 

the impressive ceremonies Woo- 
ster, Dean H.W. Taeusch presented 
Chaplain Elder and cited his distin- 
guished background. 

President Lowry bestowed the degree 
saying: 

“Sir, wherever there human need, 
wherever the souls men need renew- 
al, wherever there solid work 
done for the love work and not for 
the praise, there are always few who 


that way. And you are one them. 

“From the time you were class- 
mate this hill, you were always 
the side the Angels, without ever try- 
ing look like them. You were true 
and sound and perceptive ... 
suming with your pawky humor, 
quick your intelligence, adequate 
your unpretentious awarness ev- 
erything ... that all felt the warm re- 
assurance your just being about. The 
Lord you served then you serve 
now could stand many more like you. 

“For what you have done Thai- 
land peace, the Pacific war, 
and now that affectionate communi- 
which only day ago wrote 
tell their joy for you this morn- 
ing, wish show our pride and our 
thanks. 

“Therefore, the authority vested 


this Faculty and the Board 


Trustees the College Wooster, 
confer upon you Newton Carl Elder, 
minister and humanitarian, the degree 
Doctor Divinity, Honoris causa.” 

These words speak well indeed for 
our chaplain, but they not begin 
tell his whole story. For example, after 
years peaceful missionary work 
Thailand, and his family were cap- 
tured the Japanese and interned 
the outset World War II. was re- 
patriated 1942 and six months later 
was commissioned chaplain the 
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ooster 


Air Force, taking part the invasion 
Iwo Jima. 

After the war, and back the Unit- 
States, and now reserve Officer 
the United States Air Force, accept- 
position with the Voice America 
the Thai Section and remained until 
this broadcast was discontinued 
government order. 

served for short time 
ate the Wayne Presbyterian Church 
near Wooster, Ohio, but his interest 
missionary work led him become 
field secretary the Central Area for 
the American Leprosy Missions, Inc., 
and 1951 was appointed Protes- 
tant Chaplain the U.S, Public Health 
Service Hospital here. His work here 
shared Mrs. Elder who has made 
herself important part the com- 
munity. 

Chaplain Elder graduate the 
College Wooster and received the 
Bachelor Sacred Theology Degree 
from Western Theological Seminary 
and the Master Sacred Theology 
from the Graduate School Theology 
Oberlin. has taken special cours- 
the Yale Divinity School, New 
Haven, Conn., and the Union Theo- 
logical Seminary New York. 

These are the facts his life. They 
too fall far short telling the story 
Chaplain Elder. Perhaps the best place 
find that story the heart 
some patient who has been helped 
this kind man. Yes, there you will find 
the real story Chaplain Carl Elder, 
true Christian gentleman. 


Sister Hilary Honored Again 


the presence more than 8,000 
people, St. John’s University, Brooklyn, 
awarded its President’s Medal for loyal 
and devoted service, Sister Hilary 
Ross, Carville’s internationally known 
biochemist. 

The presentation was made the an- 
nual commencement exercises, June 
the Very Rev. John Flynn, C.M., 
St. John’s President. commended 
Sister Hilary for her years work 
Hansen’s disease. was the first time 
the history the University that St. 
John’s presented its President’s Medal 
woman. 

St. John’s 1958 graduating class num- 
bered 1,423 and the University confer- 
red honorary awards. 

This seems Sister Hilary’s year. 
April she was presented with the 
Damien Dutton Award. 

Sister Hilary Ross will attend the VII 
International Congress Leprology 
Tokyo November. 


THE office phone number 
2-5559, St. Gabriel, Louisiana 
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Chaplain Elder Honored College 


r.) Phil Delaune. Sam Michael, Attorney General Jack P.F. Gremillion, Mrs. Ann 
Acosta, Dr. E.B. Johnwick, Dr. Augustus Davison. and Joe Venable. 
The locomotive the background belongs Voiture 340, Baton Rouge 


Forty and Eight (honor society 
The American Legion) Voyageurs 
(members) from practically all parts 
the country support the educational 
program THE STAR which na- 
tional project the organization, Forty 
and Eighters everywhere have heard 
bout Carville and some Forty and 
crs from distant points have visited us. 
Rut Baton Rouge Voyageurs, because 
they are near, less than 
driving distance from the hospital, have 
made Carville personal project weil 
Rouge Voyageurs have formed 
firm friendships among 
such Voyageur was the late Mervin 
“Mike” Acosta who, with his attrac- 
tive wife, Ann former WAAC), was 
frequent visitor Carville until his 
death 1956. Mike was right the 
middle almost every Carville activity, 
some sponsored the Forty and Eight, 
some not, and others just through his 
friendship for the patients. 

recognition Mike’s special in- 
terest this hospital through the years, 
his own Voiture 340, Baton Rouge, last 
year inaugurated Acosta Day” 
Carville. The second “Mike Acosta 
Day” was held here Sunday, June 
Voiture 340’s locomotive 
brought large group visitors, voya- 
geurs and their wives and others, and 
load gifts prizes for the Bingo 
games which featured the afternoon’s 
entertainment. There were prizes 
every kind and description, 
tons cigarets and beer and shirts for 
the men, bottles perfume, pretty 
hankies and other dainty articles for 
the ladies. The Baton Rouge Voyageurs 
took turns managing the games and 
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most the visitors selected 
capped patient play for. 


Attorney General Guest Speaker 


Louisiana’s Attorney General Jack P.F. 
Gremillion the mike. 

Louisiana’s Attorney General, Jack 
P.F. Gremillion, was the guest speaker. 
Mr. Gremillion, Past Commander 
Nicholson Post 38, Baton Rouge, paid 
tribute Mike Acosta, was 
public minded citizen who never 
shirked his duty. loved life and his 
many times proved 
this extending helping hand 
need. Really, here Carville 
there necessity enumerate his 
many efforts plans for your recrea- 
tion, your happiness and your comforts. 
With pride referred you “My 
friends and because his 
love and devotion each you 
gave unselfishly his time and efforts 
bring you happiness whenever pos- 


Second Mike Acosta Day 


Carville Goes 


The Attorney General took the op- 
portunity “reminisce our many 
plenty where each enjoys the 
exercising our franchise 
the selection our leaders the state 
and national governments. You are 
commended your activitics 
this respect. might add that through 
the years candidates for the various of- 
fices your State government have 
anxiously for the returns from 
Carville, which returns are 


promulgated and almost invariably 
determine the victors.” 


Commends Patients 


speaking the patients “work” 
and Mr. Gremillion 
“The interest you have shown the 
progress your community, the work 
you have performed 
coupled with the active rolé you have 
played contributing the successful 


grams are certainly display real 


THE team was recently awarded 
happy honor Louisiana’s Attorney Gen- 
eral Jack P.F. The Attorney 
Ceneral commissioned the editor Honor- 
a:y Attorney General his staff and the 
ed.tor has accepted behalf himself 
and staff members who make the team 
which responsible for THE STAR. 
Gremillion awarded the commission 
shortly atter visit here during ceremonies 
the late Mervin “Mike” Acos- 
ta, past Chef Gare Baton Rouge, Voi- 

Gremillion’s honor has been accepted 
with the sincere thanks all the STAR 
and the commission hangs the edi- 
ters cffice along with commission from 
tne Louisiana which designates 
the Honorary Colonel. Now THE 
STAR staff undecided how ad- 
dress the editor; “Colonel” “Judge”. 

his address here, Mr. Gremillion made 
remarks about THE STAR. have 
read and enjoyed your publication ‘THE 
STAR’. informative and 
certainly gives full understanding your 
many varied activities and accomplishments 
here Carville. All you, sure, play 
active part making this publication 
success. your editor, Mr. Stanley 
Stein, and his staff extend 
congratulations.” 


Co-Sponsors 


The day’s entertainment was spon- 
sored Voiture Locale 340, Joe Ven- 
able, Carville chairman, and Nicholson 
Post 38, chairmen Mrs. Ann Acosta and 
Phil Delaune. Among the guests were 
Mrs. Genoa Gremillion, mother the 
Attorney General; George Ponder, 
First Assistant Attorney General; Fred 
Hanson, Chef Gare, Voiture 340 
(1957-58) Mrs. Clayia Kelly, president, 
Nicholson Unit 38, American Legion 
Auxiliary (1958-59); Mrs. Hattie Day- 
ries, Past Department president, ALA; 
and many others Voyageurs, Legion- 
naires and 
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GRAND 


During the recent business slow down 
miany campaigns were carried en- 
courage people use their purchasing 
power break the barrier. have 
concluded that the Voyageurs who are 
our subscribers, representing all types 
businesses and professions, must have 
applied similar tactics selling sub- 
scriptions THE STAR. Rather than 
recession, have enjoyed proces- 
sion Forty and Eight subscriptions 
coming across our desk from July 
1957, through June 30, 1958, and some 
didn’t quite make that deadline 
cither. Business has been good, con- 
tinue operate the black side 
the ledger and actually finished this 
and Eight year with higher total 
than 1957. hope that your indi- 
vidual business ventures showed the 
same upward trend that you brought 
THE STAR. This tally accounts for 
subscriptions, increase 1,381 
over 1957. 

have received subscriptions from 
the Grande (State) Voitures, and 
while continuing hear 
that have been faithful over the last 
fifteen years, since Voiture Nationale 
adopted THE STAR project, 
have had the heartwarming experience 
several Grande Voitures whole-heart- 
edly entering our educational campaign 
Hansen’s disease for the first time. 
These are some the links the chain 
truth that needed strengthening and 
with the continued and ever-widening 
support Grande Voitures, Voitures 
Locale and individual Voyageurs the 
day could come when understanding 
Hansen’s disease would prevail, and 
unwarranted, out-moded 
gated the dark ages from whence they 
came, The timing right for that long 
dreamed day dawn God willing 
could see together. 

For long time the Grande Voiture 
Pennsylvania has placed subscriptions 
THE STAR the library 
State hospitals. For many years that has 
been the total, but not this year. Voya- 
geur H.E. Fowler, Mechanicsburg, 
Grande Director Voiture Activities. 
evidently used top selling methods and 
with cooperation from Voitures Locale 
and Voyageurs throughout 
they turned total 158 STAR 
subscriptions better than six times 25. 

“My appointment Grande Director 
Voiture Activities Massachusetts 
quite honor, but must admit 
knew nothing about THE STAR when 
took office. think shame that 
our state had only subscriptions last 
vear, and going try triple 
it.” wrote (Hank) Gamache, 
Holden. With final total 193 sub- 
‘scriptions, Hank did lot better than 
triple made home run. Voyageur 
Jack Cooper, Boston, received $10 


C.H. “Hank” Gamache Massachusetts 


check from Congressman John McCor- 
mick which was turned into like num- 
ber STAR subscriptions for Senators 
and Congressmen. The Massachusetts 
Voiture sending the most STAR sub- 
scriptions receive trophy the 
Grande Promenade. 

When state with not single 40&8 
subscription 1957 winds this 
tally with total 205 that’s something 


Grand Correspondent 
North Dakota 

cheer about. are sending 
rousing cheer that should heard all 
the way Fargo, N.D., and the Voya- 
geur the receiving end Arthur 
Grand Correspondent. did 
what has never been done before, and 
was ably assisted Chef Gare 
Arthur Wilson, Voiture 704, Mandan, 
who assessed extra dollar 
make that Voiture 100°% enrolled 
STAR 

Plaudits the Grande Voiture 
Minnesota and their STAR chairman, 
J.J. Harney, Duluth, for bringing 
last year’s total subscriptions 
110 this report four times 
many. 

That big state Texas has its prob- 
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VOYAGEURS! 


Voyageur endeavoring act STAR 
chairman, Despite that handicap Texas 
more than doubled its total 
subscriptions for total Voiture 
542, San Antonio, continued its former 
practice sending contribution 
our socal service programs lieu 
flowers the funeral departed 
Legionnaire several occasions. 


least good part the credit for 
the increase from subscriptions last 
year 122 this year from the Grand 
Voiture Kansas rightfully belongs 
Raymond Kline, Kansas City. When 
Voyageur Kline served STAR chair- 
man several years ago set target 
subscriptions that will hard for any- 
one surpass Kansas, like 
see Voyageur try beat it, anyway. 

Voyageur Worls, Wheel- 
ing, assumed the post STAR chair- 
man for the Grande Voiture West 
Virginia this year, Mr. Worls resid- 
the northern part the state, 
former STAR chairman, Edward 
Browning, Logan, assisted with gather- 
ing the subscriptions the southern 
section. This year’s total was 122. 

When think the Grande Voi- 
ture Arizona, automatically think 


Harry Goldsmith Arizona 
Harry Goldsmith, Yuma. Year and 
year out, have known that when 
needed assistance with problem 
Arizona, Voyageur Goldsmith was ready 
“go bat.” have had subscrip- 
tions from Voiture 35, Phoenix, and the 


Voitures Tempe, Bisbee, Globe, 


Ajo besides the ones from 
bring this year’s total 142. 

The Grande Voiture New York, 
through their Grand Comm. Intendant 
Lisle Wagner, Ossining, sent the 
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fines collected their Grande Prom- 
enade used deemed best. 
Voiture New York City, sent con- 
‘ribution our Christmas Party fund 
and another our Reading Project 
fund, Robert Katz, Brooklyn, sent 
his check used for STAR subscrip- 


tions for Sam Altman, 
New York City, handled THE STAR 
subscription campaign and the final to- 
tal 210. New York among the early 
friends THE STAR’s work. 

The Grande Voiture Georgia, an- 
other that has supported our ed- 
ucational campaign for many years 
turned 279 subscriptions. Voyageur 
Ken Watkins, Macon, again served 
STAR chairman and there was coop- 
eration from large number the Voi- 
tures Locale. 

sumed the post STAR chairman 
Maryland this year. set goal 
$00 subscriptions early the Forty and 
Eight year and went over the top with 
Maryland awards trophy the 
Voiture Locale that exceeds its previous 
record STAR subscriptions the 
greatest number. 

Voyageur Lavern Cole, Eaton Rapids 
ids, took over the reins the Michigan 
Grande Voiture’s campaign for STAR 
subscriptions, Battle Creek’s Voiture 
181 retained its 100% 
record and while not have 
bership figures other Voitures 
would seem that others 
goal, too. 

our own state Louisiana had 
the good fortune working with L.S. 
(Buck) Hooper, Shreveport, again this 
year. Buck has the know-how and the 
equipment turn out bulletins, 
notices, reminders and such that keep 
the subscriptions rolling our way or- 
derly fashion. This tally reports 506 
subscriptions that reached that 
June deadline. Grand Chef Gare 
Maurice Pender, New Orleans, spoke 
THE STAR the Dixie Promenade 
this past Spring and upon every other 
occasion that the opportunity presented 
itself. 

Printing Will Irwin’s business, 
and THE STAR subscription blanks 
has turned out during his many 
vears Ohio chairman for the Forty 
and Eight are delight the staff 
STAR. There place included 
them which should write for 
renewal each subscription; each 
blank bold letters carries 
minder, “It will take many years 
constant effort enlighten the people 
the United States with the facts about 
Ohio has always been 
the state sending the greatest num- 
ber Library subscriptions, 
are renewed annually, too. Voyageur Ir- 
win has his business Cleveland, Clark 
Wells, Toledo, Voiture 141, won the 
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1957 trophy for sending the greatest 
number STAR subscriptions and fig- 


Clark Wells— Toledo, Ohio 


ures our files indicate that his Voi- 
ture may have earned the right hold 
for second year. Ohio Voyageurs 
sent total 523 STAR subscrip- 
tions this year. 

The Grande Voiture Missouri fin- 
ished fourth place this year with 
total 653 subscriptions. Looking over 
the Missouri file and comparing with 
last year’s file find that Jack 
St. Louis, again carried 
STAR chairman. Rene Torre, 


Rene Louis, Missouri 


St. Louis, again kept busy with Voi- 
ture subscriptions; Carl Castel, St. 
Joseph, didn’t let Voiture 130 lag be- 
hind; Maurice Craig and Harold Evans, 
Voiture Kansas City, kept the post- 
man busy and Cliff Skinner took over 
Tom job handling Voi- 
ture 448’s renewals. While retaining the 
old contacts made new ones like 
Dewey Vincent, Kansas City, Grand 
Publiciste Missouri, who spent Vet- 
eran’s Day visiting our community and 
being newspaper man came with 
some definite ideas more publicity 
for THE STAR and the patients 
whole. There are other Missouri Voy- 
ageurs deserving mention but suffice 
say that your interest the patients’ 
welfare gratifying. 


With total 722 subscriptions 
South Carolina figured take second 
billing, but they had not bargained 
North Carolina upping their final total 
727 beat them subscriptions, 
Williams, Columbia, Grand 
Correspondent the Palmetto Grande 
Voiture carried the work again this 
year despite several sieges ill health. 
South Carolina and Tom Williams are 
synonymous when think the won- 


Thomas Williams, Grand Correspondent 
South Carolina 


derful support over many, many years 
that have received from the Grand 
Voiture South Carolina our educa- 
tional campaign. salute the Voya- 
geurs South Carolina for their con- 


continued next page column 
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With increase 203 STAR sub- 
scriptions over last year North Carolina 
has earned the right come from sixth 
piace second place this annual 
report. Voyageur Turnley, Waynes- 
ville, Legionnaire for the past 
years, handled THE STAR subscription 
campaign this year and did creditable 
job. There were few Voitures the 
close the Forty and year with 
out any STAR subscriptions, and the 
majority the Voitures had high per- 
centages participation the educa- 
tional campaign. John King, Dur- 
ham, Grand has 
done for many years, supported THE 
STAR chairman the fullest extent. 
From where sit looks like the bat- 
tle the Carolinas will continue into 
another year see which can stay 
top the annual tally. 

was only five years ago that Cali- 
fornia Voyageurs began take THE 
STAR subscription campaign 
each those years the Grande Voi- 
ture California has placed first the 
annual tally. This year under the Chair- 
manship C.J. “Roby” Robinson, Los 
Angeles, they entered 1,600 subscrip- 
tions, besting their own record 1957 


C.J. “Roby” Robinson STAR Chmn. 
California 
272, and the 1957 total was above 
the 1956 one subscriptions. The 
top figure ever reached California 
was 1954 (the first year the con- 
certed effort) when 2,016 subscriptions 
were entered. When begin con- 
sider such figures the Grande Voiture 
California turns annually now, 
think back earlier years when maybe 
16, was the final figure. Cali- 
fornia Voyageurs have done tremen- 
dous selling job and doing have 
probably lightened the load 


charged patients who call California 
home. spoke many languages 
would use them all express our ap- 
preciation but are obliged limit our- 
Merci Beaucoup thank you 
very much. 

California each Voiture Locale 
turning 100% participation record 
THE STAR subscription campaign 
will awarded trophy. Voiture 47, 
Angeles, sent more subscriptions 
than any other California Voiture Lo- 
cale 360. Next year’s plans include 
two STAR chairmen, William Stra- 
chan, San Francisco, will handle the 
northern Voitures and Thomas Navar- 
ra, Los Angeles, takes over the southern 
ones. should make things even more 
with two live-wire salesmen 
the job, 

Now approach the final state 
tally, closing the 1957-58 Forty and 
Fight year must pause just moment 
say has been grand working with 
you, your letters are morale 
your subscriptions are like beams 
light penetrating into dark corners; and 
with your continued help 
will able forward our ef- 
forts “radiate the light truth 
disease.” 


SUMMARY FORTY AND EIGHT 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 
July 1957 through June 30, 1958 


California 1,600 
North Carolina 727 
South Carolina 722 
Missouri 653 
Ohio 523 
Louisiana 506 
Michigan 333 
Maryland 325 
Gecrgia 279 
New York 210 
Dakota 205 
Massachusetts 193 
Pennsylvania 158 
Arizona 142 
Kansas 122 
Virginia 122 
Texas 113 
Minnesota 110 
Arkansas 
Nebraska 
Florida 
Connecticut 
Tennessee 
Alabama 
Indiana 
District Columbia 
Oregon 
Wisconsin 
Mississippi 
Virginia 
New Hampshire 
New Jersey 
Rhode Island 
7,337 


States not listed not have subscrip- 
tions from Voyageurs far know. 


Carville Finds 
Practical and Helpful 


trio Baton Rouge Forty and 
shown here the outing for handicapped 
patients, July 20. r.) Frank Nesom, 
Percy Lemoine, and George May. 

The 40&8 more than fun society, 
honor society which you can 
only join after several years work 
outstanding member the 
Legion and then invitation only. The 
society named for the boxcars that 
carried American soldiers across France 
during World War World War 
and Korean veterans are now working 
side side with the World War 
veterans who established the 40&8. 

Carville know that the 40&8 
much, much more than “fun society”. 
this section THE STAR’s 
annual report the 40&8. speaks for 
itself. addition, the National 40&8 
provides fund $500 year ear- 
for the entertainment Car- 
ville patients. The most recent enter- 
tainment made possible this fund 
was the outing for handicapped patients 
Lake Johansen Sunday afternoon, 
July 20. The 40&8 picked the tab 
and the Point Clair Lions Club whole- 
heartedly and actively co-operated. 

The entertainment fund admini- 
stered the Grande Voiture Louisi- 
ana through its Carville Co-ordinating 
Committee, Frank Nesom, chairman. 
Percy Lemoine Baton Rouge, Grande 
Chef elect, 1958-59 the Grande Voi- 
ture Louisiana was guest the out- 
ing and brought friendly greeting. 

* * * 


Carville has its own American Legion 
Post and 40&8 Joe Martinez, 
Commander elect B.L. Spann Post 
188. Carpenter will again serve 
Adjutant. Stanley Stein Chef Gare 
elect Voiture Locale 902 and Car- 
penter, correspondent. 
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Brand New Approach: reating Mind Seen Control 


Patients Outside Institution Show Better Response Treatment than those Confined 


with young 


Don Whitehead 


Kohn Kaen, Thailand (AP) From 
this remote town northeast Thailand, 
young Spanish doctor has launched 
new type attack one man’s old- 
est diseases, leprosy. 

Dr. Ramon Miquel, 31, convinced 
his combined medical-psychological ap- 
proach can control the disease in- 
short time—and compara- 
tively little cost. 

his program successful, could 
mean that there would longer 
need for the costly leprosaria where the 
diseased live humiliating isolation 
shunned even friends and family. 

“The cure for leprosy not just 
medical problem.” says Dr. “It 
also psychological Treat- 
ing the mind well the body 
truly the key controlling leprosy.” 

Dr. Miquel became interested the 
application phsychiatry the treat- 
ment leprosy soon after was grad- 
uated from the University Madrid 
only six years ago. 


Attracted Attention 


His ideas attracted attention and 
1953 was sent India work 
leprosarium Orissa, was there that 
developed his theories which have 
been put into operation Thailand. 

noticed Orissa,” says, “that 
the patients treated outside the lep- 
rosarium progressed much faster 
than those confined the leprosari- 
um. 

“Those outside lived more nor- 
mal life and they didn’t have the men- 
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patients Thailand. (AP Photo) 


tal anxieties that the pent-up patients 
had. became convinced that the 
mental attitude the patient was di- 
rectly linked the rapidity the 
cure.” 

November, 1955, was sent 
the World Health Organization 
(WHO) and the United Nations 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) 
the Thai public health service launch 
pilot program for the treatment 
leprosy outside the leprosarium. 

Dr. Miquel was told would find 
1,000 cases leprosy Khon Kaen 
province. But when and his teain 
canvassed the area they found 7,000 
cases. estimates the Thailand total 
250,000, 

Soon after his arrival, the news spread 
that foreign doctor had arrived who 
treated persons with leprosy human 
doctor who was not afraid touch 
them and who did not separate hus- 
band from wife and mother from 
children. 

And the leprosy who 

had hidden their disease from authori- 
ties for years—came the scores 
Khon Kaen. They came from far 
away Cambodia and Laos, bringing 
their pitifully few belongings. 
The patients squatted government 
land near Dr. Miquel’s office. Some 
built thatch-roofed huts. Others erected 
neat frame houses. Dr. Miquel found 
his doorstep problem had not 
But did not turn them 
away. 

Now the village has become self- 
supporting community 900 men and 


TAR 


women—700 them, patients under 
treatment. They tend gardens and raise 
chickens and pigs and trade among 
themselves. 

The people come the village 
hope They may leave any- 
time they wish. The only requirement 
that they take the bi-weekly injection 
10cc. DDS (the parent sulfone) 
and intervals the ration iron tab- 
lets prevent anemia. 

The village has become valuable 
laboratory for testing Dr. Miquel’s the- 
ory that mental anguish creates block 
efforts cure the disease. says 
that anxieties disappear, there 
corresponding favorable reaction the 
medicine. 

Dr. Miquel has also established 
timetable jeep visits every point 
the province. Patients eager for treat- 
ment gather along the country roads 
where the mobile teams come regularly 
give injections. 


Like Injections 


some cases, treatment given 
tablets but Dr. Miquel has found the 
people prefer the injections because the 
needle hurts—and hurts them the 
injection must better than the tab- 
lets. 

The pilot program has developed 
successfully that now has been ex- 
tended three more provinces and 
each year will spread farther from Dr. 
Miquel’s little headquarters until, 
expected eight years, will extend 
throughout Thailand. 

After that, once there sufficient 
trained personnel carry the work, 
the entire program will taken over 
the Thai government. 

One interesting feature the pro- 
gram that Dr. Miquel and tech- 
nicians are caring for 7,000 patients— 
while staff required care for 
450 patients Khon Kaen leprosarium. 


Enthusiasm Shown 


The Thai government enthusi- 
astic about the results that now plans 
abandon the leprosarium and turn 
into physical therapy center help 
those crippled leprosy. 

Dr. Miquel convinced the simple, 
inexpensive program the best way 
tackle Asia’s age old leprosy problem. 

“But most all,” says, 
helps the patient realize that 
can cured leprosy while leading 
normal life. free and doesn’t have 
the mental anxieties and sex problems 
those who are confined and isolated. 

“People must have hope—and 
give them hope.” 

‘Reprinted permission Associ- 
aied Press. 

(See Editor’s Note—Page 16) 


Dr. Ramon Miquel 


Nurses From Southwest 
Louisiana 
One Day Here 


Some public health nurses 
other interested persons from the South- 
west Louisiana area attended one day 
educational program Hansen’s dis- 
ease here, July 14. Thirty-two public 
nurses staffs local health 
departments came from 
(counties) Louisiana. 
Twelve Army Corps nurses 
American Legion Hospital Crowley, 
La., public school health nurse super- 
visor from Lake Charles, La. attended 
and the Ramsey Industrial Film Co., 
New Orleans, sent representative. 

The program was planned Mrs. 
Wava Mouton, Nurse Consultant, and 
Miss Virginia Hines, Nurse Epidemiolo- 
gist, both from the Louisiana State De- 
partment Health, New Orleans, co- 
operation with Miss Elsa Nelson, 
Chief Health Education Service, Car 
ville. 

The agenda for the one day prograin 
included morning and afternoon 
session, with tour the hospital sand- 
wiched between. There were lectures 
members the Carville Medical 
Staff, case presentation, and 
discussion. “South African film 
I.eprosy” was shown, 

evaluation the program 
those attending indicated that the nur- 
ses thought was “helpfully education- 
one visitor summed up, “this 
has helped nurse better un- 
derstand the disease turn may 
interpret better community”. 

group about Louisiana Pub- 
lic Health nurses from the New Orleans 
area will here July for “Onc 
Day Educational Program Leprosy”. 

the morning the nurses will hear 
Dr. G.L. Fite discuss “Etiology and Path- 
ogenesis” and Dr. William Meyer 
will talk “Symptoms, Signs, and Di- 
agnosis”. teaching film will instruct 
“Leprosy South Africa”. After 
luncheon break, the program will in- 
talk Dr. Johnwick “Man- 
agement Leprosy”. This will fol- 
lowed tour the hospital. The 
will conclude with panel dis- 
cussion “Rehabilitation Services” 
with Dr. A.M. Davison acting mod- 
erator. 


Subscribers Attention 
When writing about change 
address, sending your subscription, 
kindly address your envelope to: 

THE STAR 

Pt. Clair Br. P.O. Box 325 

Carville, Louisiana 
Checks money orders for subscrip 


Encyclopedia Britannic: 
Edition Presents 


The new (1958) edition the re- 
spected Encyclopedia 
tains comprehensive article about so- 
called leprosy, which opens fortunately 
defining the disease “mildly com- 
but later lapses into some 
unfortunate errors. 

the very outset, the article points 
out that the Bible contains several ref- 
the disease but that “much 
controversy exists concerning historic 
leprosy because undoubtedly many skin 
diseases were erroneously designated 
leprosy.” 

very few words later, the Britan- 
nica’s article falls into trap which 
direct result the use the 
name “leprosy” and refers patients 
with the disease This serves 
word leprosy retained the medical 
world the designation for 
the disease there will also the re- 
pugnant word “leper” stigmatize the 
patient. 

citing the incidence the disease 
the United States, the Britannica 
says, “In the United States conditions 
favourable the propagation the 
disease exist only states bordering the 
Gulf Mexico. Although abou: only 
400 cases leprosy were known the 
United States the was 
estimated that from 1,000 2,000 ad- 
ditional cases were unrecognized.” 

The number known cases cited 
the article must have been based 
population this hospital that 
which means represents the total 
number known cases the country. 
The various state health 
doubtless knew least 400 more 
cases. 

The article makes mention the 
first observation the micro-organism 
which presumably causes the disease, 
Mycobacteruim leprae, sometimes called 
Hansen’s bacillus. The Britannica, how- 
ever, sets the date Hansen’s first ob- 
servation the mycobacterium 1879. 
The correct date 1874. 

discussion clinical manifesta- 
tions the disease, the article states 
that “the average length life the 
patient with the lepromatous type (of 
the disease) approximately 
after the disease diagnosed,” 

This not correct today. was, 
considerable extent, before the 
the sulfone drugs, but apparen ly, the 
sulfones have increased the life span 
patient can expect. 

The article mistaken 
chaulmoogra oil one the effective 


‘reatments for the disease. has 
been recognized that chaulmoogra oil 
and therefore should not consid- 
ered today. True was once used the 
world over, but that was because there 
was then absolutely nothing else with 
which treat the disease. very few 
consider chaulmoogra oil 
and cling its use.) 


The article again somewhat er- 
stating that United States 
Health Service considers the disease 
arrested patient whom My- 
cobacterium leprae cannot detected 
defined bacteriological examination 
for period least six months.” 


this, the Britannica may 
ward such policy, but until recently 
(there were exceptions), the criterion 
for arrested case was consecutive 
monthly negative tests, and even this did 
not always hold, number patients 
this hospital know their sorrow. 

The Britannica probably copied its 
niain article “leprosy” from 
ous edition, without revision. But the 
whole the article good. recognizes 
disease synonym for lep- 
rosy, and that step the right di- 
rection though should prefer Han- 
sen’s disease (leprosy) with the hope 
that editions Britannica wouid 
omit the historic misnomer altogether. 
will the day! However the 1958 
presents the disease without 
the hysteria that usually accompanies 
the mere mention the word leprosy 
and the same time points out many 
the facts about the disease which 
place its proper category mild- 
communicable disease. 


SAVE WITH SAFETY 


UNION 


SAVINGS 
LOAN ASSOCIATION 


current 
annual 


dividend 


500 Laurel Street 
Baton Rouge, La. 


Branch Office 4944 Florida St. 


July-August 


| 
| 
| 
i 


Dr. Tran Van Bang Saigon (ex- 
treme right) shown here was 
interviewed THE STAR office June 
Dr. Ray Breaux (left) resident 
Carville dentist escorted Dr. Tran Van 
Bang tour the hospital and act- 
interpreter for the distinguished 
visitor who was not quite home 
the English language and preferred 
speak French. 

Dr. Tran Van Bang Director 
Hospitals Viet Nam, and has 
special interest Hansen’s disease. 
came this country delegate the 
World Health Assembly (WHO) 
held Minneapolis May. 

recent weeks Carville has had 
tors from far away places. Dr. William 
Leftwich Barton, Chief Medical Officer 
Zanzibar, was June 6th, and Dr. 
Valey Khamleck, Pakse, Laos, June 25th. 

Dr. Vance, Medical Missionary 
route Ghana West Africa, signed 
THE STAR’s Guestbook June 25th. 


Dr. Sidney Kibby, Medical Direc- 
tor Kalaupapa Settlement was of- 
ficial guest here, June 16. 

And month later, the day, 
Mae Keaka and Mrs. Agnes Light 
Hale Mohalu, the Hospital 
City, near Honolulu, signed our 
Guestbook. Mrs. Keaka the principal 
the school Hale and Mrs. Light 
employee. 
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out for photograph THE STAR office, when Howard Crouch and his party 
came calling, June Sister Hilary Ross, Mr. Grecula, Stanley Stein, Mr. Renni- 
con, Mrs. Grecula and Howard Crouch. 


When Howard Crouch, New Bruns- 
wick, founder and director the 
Society visited this hos- 
pital for day July they were wel- 
comed, appropriately enough, Sister 
Hilary Ross, recipient the 1958 Da- 
mien Dutton Award, Sister Hilary 
brought the group THE STAR 
fice where had rolled out the red 
carpet. Our friendship with Howard 
Crouch was established some years ago 
through correspondence. This was our 
first opportunity meet him person. 
fine and understanding in- 
dividual his letters indicated. When 
founded the Society, known today 
the Damien Dutton Society, its title 
carried the odious word. protested. 
co-operated, and has been staunch 
ally ever since. The Damien Dutton 
Socieiy growing. provides 
under Catholic auspices, 
lief and rehabilitation for patients 
about countries regardless race 
creed. 


Mr. Crouch, who holds Bachelor 
Science and Master Arts degree from 
Téachers College, Columbia University, 
editor and published the Damien 
sued the Damien Dutton Society. 
has had articles published number 
Catholic magazines, and Septem- 
ber, the Bruce Publishing Company, 
Milwaukee, will bring out Crouch’s 


first book, Brother Dutton 
Mr. Crouch and his party were their 
way Mexico for vacation, and their 
visit Carville was side trip, but one 
even more “keenly anticipated” than 
the vacation, Howard said. With Mr. 
Crouch were his uncle and aunt, Mr. 
and Mrs. Michael Grecula, and Mr. Wil- 
liam Renison, English teacher 
the Long Island schools. 
Visitor From Hawaii 

Judge Edward Bell, the famed Ka- 
laupapa Settlement for Hansen’s disease 
(that name official the Territory 
Hawaii) the Island Molokai, 
visited friends here, July 18, and toured 
the hospital. Judge Bell has been 
year’s leave absence from his job 
study public administration, and was 
his way home when came 
visit us. 

Kalaupapa, Judge Bell, former 
patient himself, presides over the 
Magistrates Court, which handles cases 
both patients and non-patients with- 
the district Kalawao. was 
pointed the court 1943 and has 
been reappointed every two years since, 
Fie also operates ham radio station 
the Settlement and active the Ka- 
laupapa Lions Club, Bell one 
two ex-patients who serve along with 
doctors, nurses, and civic leaders 
Advisory Committee Hansen’s Dis- 
ease the Territorial Board Health. 
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District (8-N) Brass Lions Work 
Hand Hand With Local Club 


PRESENTS PLAQUE Dist. Gov.Nich- 
olas Corona, Port Allen, presents plaque 
Louis Boudreaux, Immediate Past Presi- 
dent the Point Clair Lions Club for out- 
standing administration and activity dur- 
ing his term 


DISTRICT LIONS BRASS Shown dur- 
ing recent get together with Point Clair 
Lions, are r.) Ralph Kling, Sr., 
Chairman, Gonzales; Nicholas Cor- 
ona, Port Allen, District Governor; F.G. 
Dupepe, Deputy District Governor, Brusly; 


and James Kendrick, secretary-elect, 


Genzales Club, Gonzales. The offices were 
those held the time the visit. 


NEW DISTRICT GOVERNOR Louis 
Ourso Hammond, new District Governor 
presents the gavel Willen Belanger, new- 
elected president the Point Clair Lions 
Club. Belanaer and other officers were in- 
stalled Lion Ourso ceremonies held 
Lake Johansen, July 29. 

The local Point Clair Lions Club whose 
membership, the main, composed 
great family Lions International. 


Inside Carville U.S.A. 
With Nod Mr. 
Patients’ Federation Work 


Chairman Santos convenes first meet- 
ing the new Executive Board the Pa- 
tients’ Federation. 


July the new Executive Board 
the Patients’ Federation took office, 
thus becoming the guiding lights the 
organization the patient body, 
the bridge contact between the 
patients and the administration. 

The Patients’ Federation represents 
every patient here that each patient, 
upon admittance the hospital, auto- 
matically becomes member the Fed- 
eration. The board elected popular 
vote. 

Melchor Santos chairman the 
new board, (1958-59). Other members 
are: Felix Gonzales, Roberts, George 
Dana and Alfred Guirre. 

The outgoing Board which served for 
two terms (the last during the crisis 
Carville, 1956) headed Darryl 
Broussard met May 13, with Dr. Ed- 
gar Johnwick and his staff discuss 
“unfinished business” which was pass 
into the hands the incoming board. 
account the meeting later, Dr. 
Johnwick had this say: 

would like take this opportunity 
express thanks each member 
the outgoing Executive Board the 
Patients’ Federation for having carried 
out his duties with vigor, perseverance 
and good faith. sure that the new 
Board will serve the same spirit re- 
membering that the Medical Officer 
Charge not frustrated being re- 
minded that certain problem still 
unsolved. The frustration derives from 
the problem, not the reminder. Fur- 
thermore, each problem solved 
new set problems will with 
the result that may remain per- 
plexed before, only about more im- 
portant things.” 

Among the items discussed the 
meeting, one was standout. concerns 
which has caused patients much dis- 
tress and discomfort. Commenting 


this controversal item, his report 
the outgoing Board, Dr. Johnwick point- 
out that “long term teaching pro- 
ject” involved the handling Car- 
ville patients other hospitals. 
remedy urged better communications 
between this hospital and the New Or- 
leans PHS Hospital, better patient 
education program Carville, more 
training courses for nurses and 
officers, and the establishment 
procedures recommended the staff 
here. 

This item and other items 
time time THE STAR until 
the desired end, hope, achieved. 


MUSICAL TREATS 


Tenor was heard 
recital the Chapel, here 


the evening July 9th. George 


ier was the piano. Mr, Wing recently 
received his Master’s Degree Voice 
the Louisiana State University 
School Music. Mr. Walter mem- 
ber the music faculty 

Another musical treat was given 
the Protestant Chapel July 27th, 
when Miss Betty Spurlock, Mezzo So- 
prano, graduate student voice 
English, French, Spanish and Germain. 
Mr. Walter was the 


Editor’s Note story, (page 13): Dr. 
Miquel’s approach r.ght line with mod- 
ern psychosomatic medicine, now more and 
more emphasized, especially the treat- 
ment chronic diseases. From long per- 
sonal experience with so-called leprosy, and 
after more than quarter century 
the Carville scene, would say 
that such approach particularly ap- 
plicable this illness. 

have statistics prove our point, 
but fact that patients leaving Carville 
continue their treatment elsewhere, liv- 
ing more normal life, and with peace 
mind about their families, often improve 
much more rapidly than they did while in- 
stitutionalized. This, course, dependent 
upon number factors, such economic 
security, and above all, regular medication. 
Without these factors, the situation can 
work reverse, and the patient will find 
himself back Carville, worse condi- 
tion than when left, but believe the 
first group far exceeds the latter. 

Certain policies, effect 
Carville since the year One, have done much 
more harm than good the patient’s health, 
and from time time, denending who 
was the driver’s seat, Carville patients 
have been subjected much unnecessary 
tension. Fortunately, especially for the new- 
comer, the cobwebs are being off 
old policies and there far less tension. 
Carville too, now taking psychosomatic 
approach and, though will not see the 
results overniaht, wager the new 
proach will rich human dividends. 
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Hornbostel and the Good Earh 


Strictly Human Story 


This the fourth series profiles Carville residents and former residents, 


Gertrude Hornbostel, one this hos- 
pital’s most famous patients 
rived here the bright light nation- 
publicity 1946, now lives quiet 
life tending her flowers her Long 
Island, N.Y., home. 

Mrs. Hornbostel was hospitalized here 
for about three years. Her late husband, 
Maj. Hans George Hornbostel, 
vivor the infamous Bataan Death 
March, came with her. Though “the 
was not permitted live the 
hospital, took residence the 
neighborhood and was here daily. 

Major Hornbostel died last year and 
today, Mrs. Hornbostel lives alone 
the home which she and the Major 
moved September, 1949. 

Like the woman Proverbs, Ger- 
trude does not eat the 
bread idleness; with the fruit her 
hands she plants vineyard. Gertrude’s 
“vineyard” her flower garden. 


her garden. 


She waxes eloquent about her 
letter May described her garden 
thus, “It azalea time and mine are 
coming ‘like thunder’. adding 
few each year and making new ones 
from layerings myself those like 
best, such the magenta Hinodegeri 
front the house, has done lot 
growing since moved into this house, 
but have the two blue spruces 
either side. front yard riot 
color now, with the many bulbs and the 
dogwood bloom, underneath which 
are blue grape hyacinths. can’t 
grow the Southern magnolias here, but 
have several varieties that are per- 
haps even more spectacular, such the 
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Soulangeana Saucer Magnolia, which 
bush small tree, completely cov- 
ered with large (almost large the 
Southern) white blossoms, softly purple 
the outside. have two varieties, one 
smaller but pure white brilliant Star 
Magnolia, the other Soulangeana 
nigra, shaped like tulips and dark pur- 
ple the outside, lavender the in- 
side. Lovely things and blooming heavi- 
for the first time. 

“Since vege able now 
much work for handle alone, 
have made some changes garden, 
some currant bushes into the 
space where was and all (about sixty) 
asparagus plants. These 
they will stay put and better 
they get more sun now. built path 
lined with peonies and tall phlox 
through the middle it. 

“The base Stanley-Oak cov- 
ered with barberry bushes and have 


started STAR-Ivy grow it. 
olic?” 

Mrs. still maintains 
active interest Carville, especially 
the educational program which THE 
STAR carry on. recent 
letter, Mrs. Hornbostel included two 
subscriptions THE STAR which she 
had taken upon herself provide for 
public libraries the Bellmore, Long 
Island area. Each month she gets 
copies THE STAR and distributes 
them where she thinks they will the 
most good. 

said Mrs. Hornbostel lives alone, 
but that not quite right, since she 
has several dogs, all Scotties. One 


them, Sandy, her house dog who was 
with the Hornbostels Carville now 
the autumn her life. “But,” says 
Gertrude, “Sandy still spry al- 
ways, chasing squirrels and cats and 
digging for moles.” 
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garden the bird bath. 

Gertrude Hornbostel has been called 
upon number times, much more 
than the average make 
what the psychologists would call “ma- 
jor adjustments”, and she has met eve- 
one them successfully, from the 
first change when early childhood 
left her native Switzerland live 
island the South Seas. From 
gracious living her comfortable home 
Manila and busy family life she had 
Japanese prison camp. 
Then when she came Carville, tell- 
ing the world that she had 
disease, and again when she lost her 
husband, she had face new 
way living. But like the valiant wo- 
man that she is, Gertrude, Ale- 
(German Trduie) suf- 
ficient unto herself and continues 
lead orderly and purposeful life. 


LOUIS CARVILLE 
General Merchants 


Carville, Louisiana 


Dry Goods, Hardware 
Fancy Groceries, 
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Commencement Carville 


Class three receive High School 
mas. Shown here graduation gowns are 


Felix Gonzales, Vicky Boudreaux 


and Jaime Gutierrez. 


The Commencement Exercises here 
which three seniors were graduated 
from the Public Health High School 
ternational affair. The three young 
graduates who received their diplomas 
the Aug ceremonies come from 
widely separated the globe 
which typical, for that matter, the 
entire patient body. 

Class Valedictorian, Jaime Gutierrez, 
hails from Colombia, South America; 
Salutatorian, Felix Gonzales comes from 
Puerto Rico, and the one girl the 
graduating class, Vicky Boudreaux came 
this country from Greece. 

his commencement address, Dr. 
Edgar Johnwick said preferred 
think the occasion commence- 
beginning rather than conclusion. 

Processional music was provided 
Hilda Gonzales, Class and the 
invocation Father Francis, O.S.B., 
Abbot. The welcome address was given 
Felix. 

The DAR awards students and 
introductory remarks were given 
Rickman, Jr., chief special ser- 
vices and the Lions Club awards were 
presented Willen Bellanger, presi- 
dent the Point Clair Lions Club. 

Mrs. Gladys Leson, Gretna 
executive committeewoman the De- 
partment Louisiana, presented the 
American Legion Auxiliary Awards 
from B.L. Spann Unit 188. 

Highlight the occasion came with 
the inspiring valedictory address Jai- 
me. 

The diplomas were presented Dr. 
William Meyer, chief the clinical 
branch here, The benediction was given 
Chaplain Carl Elder. 

Following the 
gram, senior prom was held the 
patio with music Jimmy Searles or- 
chestra, courtesy the Trust Funds 
the Recording Industries with coopera- 
tion Baton Rouge Local 538, Ameri- 
can Federation Musicians. 


Round Applause and Appreciaticn from 
THE STAR the American 


When think the women the 
American Legion Auxiliary, dwell 
their thoughtful generosity toward 
us. think the big things they have 
done make our lives happier—like 
the station wagons for our trips home 
and Sunday afternoon rides; think 
the fund they set defray the 
expenses operating the car; look 
television, sit the patio one 
the comfortable lawn chairs, at- 
tend function the ballroon that 
furnished with chairs provided the 
women the Auxiliary and have kind 
thoughts these hard-working women 
who much for many people. 


But this written especially ex- 
press our appreciation the women 
the Auxiliary for 
their continued interest and support 
our educational program Hansen’s 
This they have ably demon- 
strated again sending subscrip- 
tions from every one the States (yes, 
all them, well the coming 
Alaska) the District Columbia 
and the Canal Zone. This year the Aux- 
iliary sent 1,278 
THE STAR. These are sent Unit 
Presidents, Past Presidents Parleys, Re- 
the many well placed subscriptions 
libraries, hospitals and beauty parlors. 
The latter piaces are sent notice 
the gift subscriptions with reguest 
that copies STAR placed 
where they are readily available 
those who 

Ohio again the leader the sub- 
scription campaign with California 
coming close second. Both these 
states have been active the subscrip- 
tion drive for several years 
placed the same order last year. Unit 
67, Shreve, Ohio, also sent check 
added our Community Christ- 

mas party fund. Pennsylvania came 
third place from sixth place last year. 

Louisiana fourth position this 
time, but addition their subscrip- 


ALA and 8&40 leaders meet with 
heads local Units. r.) Mrs. Leson, 
Aline Stribbling, President 
Spann Unit, Kitty Boudreaux, Petite Cha- 


Salon, 8&40, and Mrs. 
McCormick. 


Mrs. Gladys Leson, Gretna, (left) Louisi- 
ana Dent. president the American Legion 
(1957-58) pictured her official 
visit Carville’s B.L. Spann Unit 188, ALA. 
With Mrs. Leson are Mrs. L.L. McCormick, 
Destrahan (center), Chareau Departmentale 


(State Pres.’ 8&40) and Mrs. Nell Walsh, 
Metairie, Girls State Chairman. 

tions the Department Louisiana sent 
very substantial check used 
our social service programs. These 
Louisiana women spend much time 
hospital work our midst—they never 
pass opportunity serve re- 
freshments any our gatherings; 
they are nearby and always willing 
drive down lend helping hand 
anything that plan. often won- 
der how would get along without the 
cooperation the Louisiana Depart- 
ment the American Legion Auxiliary. 


never underestimate the power 
woman, and where the Auxiliary wo- 
men are concerned have every con- 
fidence that they will continue their ef- 
forts shed the light understanding 
Hansen’s disease until even 
brighter day dawns for patients and ex- 
patients, 


With grateful hearts for your past ef- 
orts, give you the state state sum- 
mary STAR subscriptions covering 
the period from July 1957 through 
June 30, 1958: Ohio 162; California 
145; Pennsylvania 80; Louisiana 69; 
New York 67; Florida 61; Oregon 53; 
Illinois 52; Kansas 46; Colorado 41; 
North Dakota 40; Indiana 34; Minne- 
sota 34; Texas Wisconsin 28; Wash- 
ington 28; Alaska 25; Missouri 25; lowa 
23; Nebraska 18; Massachusetts 16; Vir- 
ginia 16; Connecticut 15; Kentucky 13; 
Michigan 13; Georgia Maryland 11; 
Maine 11; New 11: Mon- 
tana New Jersey South Dakota 
New Mexico Alabama West Vir- 
ginia Utah Vermont Arkansas 
District Columbia Tennessee 
Oklahoma Rhode Island Idaho 
Wyoming and one each Arizona, 
Delaware, Nevada, Canal Zone and 
South Carolina... 


July-August 
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7th Congress Leprology Switched Japan 
Because Gov't India draws Invitation 


June, 1958 

have received letter from the Acting 
High Commissioner India which 
says: 

directed refer your letter dat- 
October 12, the invita- 
tion hold the Seventh International Lep- 
this acceptance, invitations were extended 
from India all Governments which 
general have diplomatic relations with her. 
addition, the Secretary the Organis- 
Committee requested your 
invite several other Governments. Ac- 
cording our information, out total 
invitations issued from India, only 
have accepted, have declined, have 
merely acknowledged and one has decided 
send observer. 

Recently the Government India re- 
viewed the prospects holding this Con- 
ference India and came the conclusion 
that they would face considerable difficul- 
ties some Governments which are not 
recognised the Government India par- 
ticipated the Conference. For, that 
event, other Governments which have been 
invited may not able attend 
and situation may arise where the whole 
Congress may have face political con- 
flict which would unfortunate for its 
work. Therefore, the Government India 
greatly regret have withdraw their in- 
vitation for holding the Seventh Interna- 
tional Leprosy Congress India. They 
trust that the Association and the invitees 
will understand the difficulties the Govern- 
ment India are facing and will kindly 
agree to overlook such inconvenience as 
may caused them. should grate- 
all those Governments and individuals 
whom invitations were extended you.” 

questionable whether will pos- 
sible this late date arrange for sub- 


Statement the the International Leprosy Association 


Letter from ILA Sec’y Explains 


stitute host country willing offer its hos- 
pitality for the Congress held this 
year, and likely that the Congress will 
have postponed least next year. 

Muir 

Secretary-Treasurer 

International Leprosy Association 

Portman St. 

London, 


The Muir” Dr. Ernest Muir, who 
has been called the “doyen 

The International Congress Leprosy 
held once every five years. The Congress 
sponsored the International Leprosy As- 
sociation and the government the country 
which takes place. The 5th Congress 
was held Havana, Cuba (1948) and the 
6th Madrid, (1953). The 7th Con- 
gress was set for New Delhi, India, Novem- 
ber 10-16, 1958, until the letter from the Act- 
ing High Commissioner India withdrew 
his government’s invitation, less 
months prior the Congress. 

With Dr. Dharmendra, 
authority Hansen’s disease, secretary 
the Or-anizing Committee, much work 
had been done preparation for the Con- 
gress. preliminary Information Brochure 
had been mailed all persons and organi- 
zations irfterested the Congress. The 
chairman and members the Tech- 
nical Panels had been named facilitate 
preparation for the scientific sessions, and 
the current issue the International Journ- 
Leprosy. Vol. 25, No. carries about 
dozen pages information about the New 
Delhi Congress. 

unfortunate indeed that possible 
“political conflict” should have influence 
such important international scientific 
meeting. especially unfortunate that 
should happen country like India where 
Hansen’s tremendous public 
health problem, and where small group 
dedicated scientists have done and are doing 


the 


magnificent job. the study treat- 
mentof this disease, working 
ficient funds. 


For workers this field many differ- 
ent parts the world, because the 
understand many scientific papers, some 
the utmost significance, were ready for pre- 
sentation New Delhi. Japan, according 
our information was host the 
&th Congress 1963, but there talk that 
the 7th Congress will switched Japan, 
the Congress going that country this 
year, per schedule, though there would 
little time get ready for 


7th International Congress 
Leprology 


announcement dated July 
1958, marked “urgent” has been is- 
sued all members the Interna- 
tional Leprosy Association. The an- 
nouncement, signed Muir, 
reads follows: 

“Following the withdrawal the 
Government its invita- 
tion hold the Congress New 
Delhi November, 1958, the Inter- 
national Leprosy Association has 
now received and accepted invi- 
tation from the Japanese Leprosy 
Foundation hold the Congress 
Tokyo November 12th, 1958.” 


Eleventh World Health Assembly, Minneapolis, Minnesota, June 1958 


The International Leprosy Association, 
which includes affiliated national antilep- 
rosy organizations and professional and lay 
workers throughout the world, extends 
the World Health Organization its congrat- 
ten years remarkable achieve- 
ment. The Association takes this occasion 
also reaffirm its policy assisting the 
limit its capacity the implementation 
any program for leprosy which 
the Organization may engaged upon 
which may embark. 

Although several delegates have men- 
tioned leprosy one the important prob- 
lems their countries, the full impact 
the disease upon the economy, the health, 
and the happiness the world far from 
being generally appreciated. The total num- 
ber cases estimated from three 
above ten millions. About one-third all 
victims are moderately severely disabled. 
pertinent also that leprosy most 
prevalent those countries which the 
per capi‘a wealth low. The problem there- 
fore rot only vast one but falls with 
unfortunate selectivity upon the people who 
are least able meet 


Sulfone therapy was introduced the 
Public Service Hospital, Carville, 
1941 and today universally 
used. The earlier optimism regarding the 
effect the sulfones, however, has been 
sulfones not exert directly 
action. appear hold the bacillus 
check, permitting the natural processes 


1958 


healing take place. ... 

This the era chemotherapy and its 
benefits mankind have been nothing short 
miraculous. not remarkable there- 
fore that the sulfones have gained repu- 
tation which only partially deserved. 
speak the “cure” leprosy exag- 
gerate the results which have been achieved. 
most cases, long continued sulfone thera- 
results the arrest lepromatous lep- 
rosy but relapse may occur even when 
treatment continuous. The results are 
doubtful the tuberculoid type and the 
neural damage both types irreversible. 

For these reasons, although the extensive 
use sulfones outpatient clinics en- 
dorsed, the Association wishes empha- 
size the importance concurrent edu- 
cational program order that false hopes 
may not aroused. 


From the epidemiological point view, 
however, the outlook encouraging. Lep- 
rosy example infectious disease 
which the balance between man and 
microbe nearly equal. preventive mea- 
sure therefore perfect, provided 
accurately directed. the more 
infectious lepromatous patients can 
reached and if, substantial proportion 
these, treatment can continued until 
ulceration healed, there good prospect 
The average period infec- 
tiousness will reduced and, with it, the 
transmission rate the disease. 

conclusion, the Association invites the 
attention the World Health Organization 


certain aspects the problem, fol- 
ows: 

Statistics prevalence leprosy are 
notoriously incomplete. suggested that, 
all countries which WHO assistance 
given, steps taken ascertain the 
prevalence each type the disease, (lep- 
romatous and tuberculoid) geographic 
regions. This may accomplished prop- 
erly designed sampling surveys. deter- 
mine the incidence and trend the dis- 
ease, such surveys should repeated 
the same areas intervals about five 
years. Efforts should also made keep 
current register active cases—as 
part the health statistics the country. 

chieved much more certainly and much more 
expeditiously governments would devote 
some part their leprosy budgets re- 
search. Cultivation the bacillus trans- 
mission experimental animal would 
facilitate enormously the search for better 
chemotherapeutic agents. Controlled clini- 
cal trials are required determine their 
value. 

Success eradication leprosy also 
depends upon education. The greatest hand- 
present delay seeking treat- 
ment. This can overcome large part 
properly organized program public 
education. 

Dr. James Doull, Medical Director, 
Wood Memorial (American Lep- 
rosy Foundation), 1832 Street, N.W., 
Washington, D.C. 
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happened see the bimonthly journal 
‘STAR’ and was glad know that de- 
voted great cause humanity—lepro- 
relief work which, fact, deserves help 
and attention all those who are imbued 
and glowing with spirit doing good the 
humanity, irrespective geographical 
racial barriers. have noted the important 
phrases the Second Carville Research 
Conference held March 1958, and find 
them most conducive the relief work for 
lepers. 


take opportunity hereby inform you 
that too have got big Lepers Sanatori- 
Karachi, whose present strength 
indoor patients 205. The Association 
which semi-official organisation and 
headed Mr. Muzafar Husain, CSP, Col- 
lector and District Magistrate, Karachi, 
specifically devoted provide maximum re- 
lief lepers the Sanatorium; and 
those who come the Sanatorium out- 
door patients numbering about 500 
coupled with efforts for evolving ways 
control and check the leprosy from spread- 
ing the city. view the increasing 
number lepers the Sanatorium, and 
also measure centralize lepers 
the city, the Executive Committee has re- 
cently decided expand the Sanatorium 
for total strength 675 patients 
time. The total expenditure amenities 
provided the lepers, free Cost, about 
2s. one lac and fifty 
thousand) year, 


However, since this noble cause and 
this Association equally devoted it, 
earnestly requested that may please 
favoured with all the literature and the 
information that helpful the attain- 
ment the objective relieving the ill- 
fated persons leprosy and bringing them 
beck acceptable and contributing mem- 
bers society. 


Dissemination knowledge vital 
cause highly essential and desirable 
out this menace from the world over 
and equally the participation experts 
and office bearers such organisations 
joint deliberation the type held March 
mentioned above. 


Assuring all co-operation from this 
side and soliciting your favour keeping 
touch with all such activities which 
are relevant the cause, am, 


Sarfaraz Khan 

Honorary Secretary 

Pakistan Leprosy Relief Asso. 
Campbell Street 

Karachi, Pakistan 


have printed Mr. Khan’s letter word 
for word even his use “that odious 
word”. However, our reply, called at- 
tention the Resolution which supposedly 
puts the word for the patient, 
disrepute, but which never 
will “abandoned” until the medical 
plication the misnomer “leprosy” cast 
into historical limbo. The Pakistan Leprosy 
Relief Association has been placed the 
complimentary mailing list THE STAR 
supplied with other literature, and 
names contacts which should helpful 
them.—Ed. 


happy let you know that re- 
ceive your wonderful magazine THE STAR 
regularly. hope you will continue 
send it, that may know the progress 
made fighting Hansen’s disease. 

Though live far distant, feel near and 
one with you all, 

Ch. Teng 
Kedungklinter 
Surabaja, Indonesia 


* * * 


This leprosy sanatorium South 
India. Much the work consists recon- 
structive surgery for hand and feet, treat- 
ment for reaction and the foot ulcers. 


There are some 160 people here the 
moment, overcrowding always prob- 
lem course, and one our difficulties 
keep the minds folk occupied usefully. 
would considerable stimulus they 
could brought into contact with people 
other countries who have the same dif- 
ficulties face. Does THE STAR run 
complimentary list, and, so, can take 
one more address? For many Indians, Amer- 
ica the land power and plenty. dou- 
ble purpose would served news was 
regularly received illustrating that Ameri- 
cans have their problems too. 

W.J. Martin 

Secretary, Social Work 

Leprosy Research Sana- 
torium 

P.O. Karigiri, Via Katpadi 

North Arcot Dt., South India 


THE STAR maintains fund comply 
with requests such this one from Mr. 
send THE STAR compli- 
many people many tor- 
countries. This procedure accord 
with one the objectives this hospital 
outlined Dr. E.B. Johnwick, MOC, 
follows: 


“To fulfill the responsibilities leader- 
ship thrust upon this hospital combina- 
tion the facts that the United States has 
achieved world leadership medicine and 
that this the only leprosarium the con- 
tinental United States.”—Ed. 


* * * 


Enclosed personal check for $1.00 
cover, hope, year’s subscription THR 
STAR for our Hospital and more particu- 
larly for our 1100 patient Leprosarium here 
Taegu which also comes under care. 
some previous visits with you 
Carville have told you little about our 
work here, and ever get caught with 
the pressure things since return this 
last summer (1957) will try bring you 
somewhat more date. the meantime 
this subscription will keep little more 
informed about your work and activities 
there. Our doctors are interested it, and 
also will have portions translated for 
the patients know will source 

Howard Moffett, M.D. 
Presbyterian Hospital 

Nam San Dong 
Taegu, Korea 


* * * 


look forward eagerly copy 
THE STAR every time and when 


STAR 
INTERNATIONAL 


land. 

Miss Angela Ryan 

Waterloo Ave. 

North Strand, 

Dublin, Ireland 
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Hansen’s disease was not known Biblical times and has not the slightest resemblance Zaraath. The unfortunate no- 
tion that zaraath Hansen’s disease has semantic basis only, the word leprosy has been used for many different dis- 
eases during the course time. Even superficial reading the thirteenth chapter Leviticus sufficient convince 
any physicians that the six seven conditions which are defined under the Hebrew word zaraath had nothing common 
with what called leprosy today. The repeated expression throughout the Old Testament leprous snow, may ap- 


plied vitiligo psoriasis but never any acrobatics the imagination applied infection with Hansen’s bacil- 
lus. 


the middle ages any ailment with skin manifestation was called also had multitude other mean- 
ings, e.g. mange animals was called leprosy, were certain plant diseases, and was often used describe 
miserable and pitiable state where there was question the disease any kind. 

These statements are supported authoritative proof contained scientific treatises (Dr. Cochrane, Lendrum, MacAr- 
thur and Reprints are available from THE STAR. 


International medical experts agree that any scheme for the control “leprosy” will depend for its success 
ucated public opinion. 


Historically, medically, and exegetically there for applying the Old Testament conception 
the disease now know that name. (Cochrane) 

Then the same token there justification for applying the Old Testament name Hansen’s disease Hansen- 
osis. Biblical associations with the disease are major factor the leprophobia today and change terminology 


would contribute saner public viewpoint. immediate step accomplishing the disassociation would officially 
change the name the disease. 


The medical world considers Hansen’s disease “mildly 
communicable,” but susceptibility much greater infants 
and young children, and decreases with age. also proba- 
ble that many cases the susceptibility familial, but 
not hereditary disease. Hansen’s disease rarely ac- 
quired the martial relationship. United 
States, endemic foci are limited certain areas Louisiana, 
Texas, and Florida; California considered “slightly endem- 
Outside these States, Hansen’s disease rarely com- 
contacts that from public health standpoint 
might considered practically non-communicable dis- 
ease. This statement supported Dr. McCoy and 
other medical men with long experience the field. 

The hospital Carville was founded years ago. date 
not single member the medical nursing staff has con- 
tracted the disease. Doctors and nurses take very simple pre- 
cautions, not comparable with those they would take deal- 
ing with diphtheria, typhoid and other communicable diseases. 

General visitors, with the exception those under 16, are 
admitted for guided tours the hospital A.M., and 
P.M. Visitors are not required take any special precau- 

are permitted visit their homes semi-annually 
for periods month, 

Facts, based actual experience over long period years 
(the most valid scientific furnish indubital proof 
that Hansen’s disease the least communicable all com- 
municable diseases. 

* * * * 

1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, 
announced his discovery the germ generally accepted 
the causative agent the disease. appearance and size 
closely resembles the germ which causes tuberculosis, the 
tubercle bacillus. single organisms impossible for 
the “laboratory” distinguish hetween the two germs. 

The specific relationship Hansen’s bacillus the disease 
rests evidence, without the support direct 
experiment. Hundreds attempts have made grow 
the bacillus artificial media but, unlike the germ, not 
has succeeded, and all attempted inoculations animals 
have been unsuccessful the same extent. scientist 
more than 145 recorded cases has been able infect him- 
self other human volunteers attempted inoculation 


the germ. 
* * * * 


The sulfone drugs, several versions are the most effec- 
tive chemotherapeutic weapons against Hansen’s disease. They 


are slow action, but they can arrest the disease, and 
patients have regained their health through sulfone 
tion. (Early diagnosis prompt trea ment the heart 
the problem) 

* * * 

Despite the fact that among the many hospitals and 
ments for Hansen’s disease scattered throughout the world, 
thousands well workers, religious and lay, have been 
daily association with the patients, the incidence infection 
very small. some these cases reasonable doubt exists 
whether not the individual acquired the infection 
the institution. This especially true when the infected per- 
son native section the country where the 
occurs frequently when the disease known have existed 
the family. During its years existence, hundreds 
persons from neighboring communities have been employed 
the Carville hospital plumbers, painters, cafeteria help, 
clerical workers, laboratory technicians, orderlies, etc. With 
but one possible native endemic area 
Louisiana), not single member the personnel has con- 
tracted the disease, This remarkable record, considering 
that this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section one the most endemic States 
the Union, and one would expect more cases develop 
sheer coincidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium 
such record? 

the much publicized case Father Damien, his biogra- 
phers assert that, ““The good father never took any precautions 
against infection but lived continuously under unhygienic 
conditions.” His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 
daily intimate contact with patients for more than years 


without contracting the disease. 
* * * * 


Hansen’s disease not included the reportable 
diseases New York (exclusive New York City) and 
Vermont, and patients those States are subjected re- 
New York City, patients are permitted 
about their activities but may not food handlers, 
take care children nor the sick. 

* * * 

Eleven Maine, Massachusetts, Michigan, 
Minnesota, New New Jersey, North Dakota, 
Pennsylvania, Dakota and West Virginia) have re- 
quirements reporting. General for control 
communicable diseases, however, may invoked. 
chusetts, North Dakota specifically have “no 
restrictions” isolation patients. 
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FROM VOYAGEUR LODESTAR 
HIS FELLOW VOYAGEURS 
SOCIETE DES QUARANTE 
HOMMES HUIT CHEVAUX 
APPRECIATION THEIR LOYAL 
AND GENEROUS SUPPORT WHICH CON- 
TRIBUTES GREATLY THE 


that leads. 


THE PURPOSE THIS PUBLICTAION TO:— 


Promote educated public opinion Hansen’s disease. 
Furnish vocational rehabilitation for interested patients. 
Encourage and finance social service for needy patients. 


bi-monthly patients the U.S. Public Health 
Service Hospital, Carville, Louisiana. 


ote 


Please send THE STAR to: 

Address 

City 

Subscription $1.00 per year stamps 


Note Kindly make checks and money orders payable THE STAR 
Mail to: THE STAR, Point Clair Br. P.O., Carville, La. 
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